
 
 
 

LIQUID GOLD IS THE AIR 
Rosemary Lee with Roswitha Chesher 

  
A three-screen video installation in St Catherine’s Chapel, Norwich Cathedral  

  
Friday 8 - Sunday 24 May running continually between 9.30am - 4.30pm  
  
Free access 
  
A collaboration between choreographer Rosemary Lee and dance filmmaker Roswitha Chesher, Liquid 
Gold is the Air is a triptych full of richly coloured iconographic images and fleeting dances. Over eighty 
people of all ages move with grace and vitality through the dappled sunlight of the magical Cathedral of 
Trees. A haunting soundscape by Graeme Miller and featuring original music composed by Terry Mann, 
adds an other-worldly dimension to compliment the symmetry of the editing.  
  
Rosemary Lee writes: 
  
“As a child I was transfixed by the grace and elegance of Norwich Cathedral and adored pushing the 
mirror trolley up the nave to look at the mysterious carvings on the roof.  A battered postcard image of 
the golden Green Man has travelled with me through my adult years and so, when I was invited to create 
a work for the Cathedral of Trees, an arboretum planted on the footprint of Norwich Cathedral in Milton 
Keynes, I could not resist the challenge.   
  
As artist in residence during 2013-14 with the IF Milton Keynes International Festival, I created a live 
performance - Under the Vaulted Sky - for the tree cathedral. It involved almost 100 local people and I 
collaborated with Terry Mann who composed music for trombone and percussion and Louise Belson 
who created the design for the site and costumes. The artistic team visited and continued to draw 
inspiration from this cathedral throughout the development of the project.  
  
Drawing inspiration from both the woodland and stone cathedrals, the performers themselves, and 
Medieval and Renaissance art, I then created a second new work, this time on video. I wanted to create a 
contemporary moving altar-piece which could tour to cathedrals and galleries. Made in collaboration 
Roswitha Chesher, I am so delighted that Liquid Gold is the Air can begin its journey here. 
  
The installation runs on a 15 minute continual loop so you can catch it at any time.  
Please do leave us a comment in the book if you would like to. We’d appreciate it.” 
 
Further information contact: Nicky Childs, Artsadmin      
nicky@artsadmin.co.uk    
t. + (44) 20 7247 5102 
 
 Under the Vaulted Sky and Liquid Gold is the Air have been commissioned by: 
 The Stables for IF: Milton Keynes International Festival 2014 and supported by an Arts Council England Exceptional Award and 
Milton Keynes Council.     
Sponsored by the University of Bedfordshire with support from MK Community Foundation,  
South East Dance and The Parks Trust.  
Produced by The Stables with Rosemary Lee Projects and Artsadmin. 

 
Norfolk & Norwich Festival principal funders  

  



 
About the artistic team: 
  
Rosemary Lee - www.artsadmin.co.uk/rosemary-lee 
Known for working in a variety of contexts and media, Rosemary has created large-scale site-specific works with 
cross-generational casts, solos for herself and other performers, installations and films.  As well as Under the 
Vaulted Sky and Liquid Gold is the Air other recent work includes Without, commissioned by and created with 
Echo Echo Dance Theatre Company, a seven-screen video installation with sound score by Graeme Miller. It 
captures a panoramic view of the city of Derry/Londonderry as its inhabitants dance and move through the streets. 
Rosemary has also joined forces with artist Simon Whitehead to create Calling Tree, a durational performance 
cycle of songs, movement and messages which takes place in and around a mature tree. First performed in North 
Wales with Migrations Festival in 2014, they now plan to recreate it in trees in urban contexts. Rosemary is currently 
an Associate Artist at ResCen (Middlesex University), an Artsadmin artist, a Work Place artist, a DanceEast 
Associate Artist 2015, and has recently been awarded an honorary doctorate from Roehampton University.  
  
Roswitha Chesher   
Originally trained as a dancer and choreographer at The Laban Centre, (now Trinity Laban) Roswitha enjoys 
bringing that knowledge to her work as filmmaker and photographer.  She creates dance for camera films which 
have included; Hidden Spaces, commissioned by Bromley Council & Big Dance; Men at Work, Dance at Work, 
Greenwich Dance; Me, DanceEast & MA Scène Nationale (France). Video installations for live work include 
Gravity, a projection on Queens House, Greenwich commissioned by Greenwich and Docklands Festival. Roswitha 
regularly documents artist’s work on stage and in the studio and she has also collaborated with dancers, 
choreographers and companies including Rosemary Lee, Theo Clinkard, Protein Dance and Candoco Dance 
Company.  She also works with organisations such as Trinity Laban, English National Ballet, Entelechy Arts and 
Evelina Hospital School at St. Thomas’ Hospital. Her first photographic exhibition, BOLD - I Thought I’d 
Finished was shown at The Albany (London).  
  
Graeme Miller (sound design) - www.artsadmin.co.uk/graeme-miller 
Graeme is an artist, theatre maker and composer. Emerging from the bold and influential stage work of Impact 
Theatre Co-operative in the 1980s, a group he co-founded, his own work now embraces a wide range of media. He 
has made theatre, dance, installations and interventions. Often reflecting a sense of landscape and place, he 
regularly makes site-specific works to commission. Recent projects include Linked (2003-present) a three mile long 
semi-permanent radio work in East London incorporating the voices, memories and testimonies of people who 
used to live where the M11 link road now runs, Beheld (2006), an installation which maps places where stowaways 
have fallen from aircraft in Europe and North America, and Moth Theatre (2010), an outdoor theatre for moths, by 
moths, which was the first winner of the Latitude Contemporary Art Award. 
  
Terry Mann (original music composition) - www.terrymann.net 
Terry has had pieces performed at major contemporary music festivals around the world. His acousmatic and 
award-winning acoustic music has been performed by artists such as Joanna MacGregor, the Hilliard Ensemble and 
the Orlando Consort. The Bells of Paradise (2007), which was commissioned by the Spitalfields, Bury St.Edmunds, 
Lichfield and Norfolk and Norwich Festivals was nominated for a BACS composers award, and has been played on 
BBC Radio 3 & 4, Classic Fm and Resonance Fm radio. In 2009, Rosemary Lee commissioned him to compose live 
choral music and an acousmatic soundscore for Common Dance, followed by a second piece for Square Dances for 
which he created and played his musical automata. He was short-listed for the PRSF New Music Award (2010) and 
was granted an Honorary Research Fellowship at the London Metropolitan University. Terry also makes and repairs 
musical instruments and is well known as a multi-instrumental performer and singer on the English folk music 
scene.  
  
Louise Belson  (design) 
Louise trained in theatre design at Wimbledon School of Art. She started work in The Gorbals, Glasgow in 1976 
working with children to create productions to tour local school halls and community centres. She then became a 
resident designer at Sheffield Crucible Theatre whilst also producing designs for new plays at various London 
venues including the Cottesloe Theatre. Over the next thirty years she designed sets and costumes for theatres all 
over the UK and overseas. In 1986, working with the local community, she designed a 300 seat performance space 
inside a condemned cinema in Finsbury Park. Between 1984 and 2002 she worked with director John Barton 
designing productions for the Royal Shakespeare Company including Peer Gynt, The Rover, Hello and Goodbye, 
The Hollow Crown and Cain. In 1996 she was nominated for an Olivier award for her designs for By Jeeves, the 
musical by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Alan Ayckbourn. She has worked with Rosemary Lee for over twenty years 
beginning in 1990 with Rosemary’s large scale site specific performance, Haughmond Dances, followed by her solo 



work Heart Home (1993) and more recently Square Dances (2012) and Under the Vaulted Sky (2014). 


